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Introduction
An important feature of the Indian Social system is the caste system. While higher castes enjoy wide range of choices in occupations, the unclean jobs got associated with lower castes which include sweeping streets, cleaning drains and sewers, removal of human and animal waste, leather processing, raising of pigs and the like, which fetch very low income. As most towns and villages did not have flush latrines, sweepers were manually handling human excreta and carrying it on their heads. Leatherwork includes handling of dead animals and removal of their skin and hence, it is also viewed as unclean. Such jobs are considered not only polluting but are also low paid. The group of scavengers is placed lowest in the cast ebased hierarchy. Its members are bound not only by traditional obligations and customary rules to practice this ubiquitous occupation but mythological sanctions also oblige them to carry night soil physically for disposal. Everyone born in the subcaste of scavengers was destined to take up this subhuman profession (Phatak, 1991 Fuchs (1998) placed them at the bottom of Indian society i.e. lowest of all low castes. Despite, they are not without some social gradation: some are considered superior to others, their rank being determined by the respective origin, and the type of work they perform. The lowest place was occupied by those who manually clean latrines where scavengers come in direct contact with human excreta.
The human society is characterised by social stratification based on income class, race, language, religion, and power. In the Indian society, social stratification is based on caste. The institution of caste gained prominence only after the arrival of Aryan from central Asia. In order to exploit the son of the soils i.e., the so-called dalits, they introduced a new verdict in the name of Manu Sasthra. During Vedic period (8 th Century) the caste groups follow the principals of ritual hierarchy in which Aryans" occupy the position at the top and Dravidians in the middle and Adidravidas at the bottom (untouchables). Among the Adi Dravidians, scavengers have always been regarded as the lowest trodden people. They are called in different names such as Han, Hadi, Balmiki, Bangi, Bakki, Thotti, Matika, Mira, LalBegi, Chura , and Balsamic and so on in different states. But they invariably consider untouchables. Their main occupation is lifting human excreta with their hands and carrying the loads on their heads, cleaning the septic tank, sewerage maintenance. Further, a large part of their earning goes in the consumption of alcoholic liquor and they are unable to feed a nutritious and balanced diet to their family members. In addition, they are not able to provide basic education to their children and wards. Instead of sending them to schools, many of them make their children accompany them for their personal assistance. This study also looks into the effects of scavenging work on scavengers from the environmental perspective.
Need for the study
A variety of development programmes have been launched to improve the conditions of the dalits. However, all these developmental programmes failed because many intermediaries swallowed the money due to the lack of awareness of the schemes. Even the governments did not increase the coverage of the development schemes to the entire population of Schedule Castes and in particular, the scavengers. A very meagre percentage of Schedule Caste community got benefited and a majority of the Scheduled Castes are still living below the poverty line.
Statement of the problem
While the Constitution of India has strictly abolished "untouchablity" and given equality of status and opportunity to all the individuals, yet there are millions of people in the country who faced inhuman treatment and perpetual humiliation from the hands of other people. The scavengers are not only considered "untouchables" in the eyes of high caste people but they are "untouchables among the untouchables". The custom of "untouchablity" adopted by the caste Hindus and other Scheduled Caste people against scavenger had not only thrown millions of Indian population into abysmal gloom and despair, it has also been eaten into the very vitals of the nation. It is an irony of fact that a community which is rendering a very essential service to the society by helping in cleanliness and sanitation, and protecting the citizens from all disease, is faced with most indecent and ridiculous treatment by the society. They are being deprived of the human rights. With this in mind, the present study has been undertaken.
Objectives
The main objectives of the study are: 1. To study the socio-economic conditions of scavengers in Erode Municipal corporation. 2. To identify the common problems faced by the scavengers in Erode Municipal corporation. 3. To analyse the present life style of scavenger (basic facilities) such as housing, education, employment, health, income and expenditure pattern.
Methodology
The validity of any research depends on the systematic method of collecting the data, and analysing the same in a sequential order. In the present study, an extensive use of both primary and secondary data was made.
Sampling design
For collecting primary data, field survey technique was employed in the study. First-hand information was collected from 1000 respondents from Erode District of Tamil Nadu state. In order to give equal importance in the selection of sample respondents from each Taulks, 200 respondents were chosen systematically by using stratified random sampling method from the study area. In order to fulfill the objectives set, a well-framed questionnaire was administered to the respondents. Respondents with varying background were selected based on the important aspects of their occupation, education, age, area etc. They are all situated throughout the Erode, Gobi, Bhavani, Perundurai, and Sathyamangalam Corporations.
Secondary data
The primary data was supplemented by a spate of secondary sources of data. The secondary data pertaining to the study was gathered from the records of Municipal Corporations and all the District Collect rates. Internet web resources were also used. The secondary data were collected from leading journals such as The Indian Journal of HRM, Economic and Political Weekly, Journal of Indian Management, Survey of Indian census, and Economic Survey Report and Indian Migration Review.
Discussions and informal interviews
In order to know the Scavengers benefits and problems, several rounds of discussion were held with knowledgeable persons in the field of NGOS, Top Officials, consultants and Research Supervisor.
Pre-testing of the questionnaire
The key aspect of the present research was identified through the preliminary interviews (Pilot study) with randomly selected Scavengers. The questionnaire was drafted and checked by the research supervisor. Then, it was issued to a few respondents for a critical view with regard to wording, format, sequence and the like. The questionnaire was re-drafted in the light of their comments.
The questionnaire meant for the respondents was pre-tested with two hundred respondents of each Corporation. After pre-testing, necessary modifications were made in the questionnaire to fit in the same on the track of the present study.
The study centers on the dependent variable viz., the Income earned by the scavengers and their relationship with the related independent variables.
Chi-Square test
For analysing the income earned by the selected sample respondents, the following independent variables were tested with the help of Chi-square test. They are age, family members, working hours per day, types of house, number of rooms in the house, bathroom and toilet facility, nature of work, reason for chosen this occupation. In order to identify the Income Earned among the respondents, Chi-square ( 2 ) test was used and the formula applied is given below. 
Scope of the study
This study would be of practical utility to provide guidelines to scavengers to maximising their level of income. This study would help to identifying the benefits and problems faced by the scavengers working in Erode, Gobi, Bhavani, Perundurai, and Sathyamangalam Corporations. The study will help the top officials in the Municipal Corporations and the State Government officials to frame policies for the welfare of the Scavengers.
Limitations of the study
The study suffers from some limitations. First, the Field survey was conducted only in Erode, Gobi, Bhavani, Perundurai, and Sathyamangalam Corporations of Tamil Nadu. Second, only 1000 respondents were selected for eliciting first-hand information. In view of the time and monetary constraints involved, it was not possible to contact more than the selected number of respondents. Certain respondents give information about their economic backgrounds like annual income from their memory as they had no recorded account of them or elsewhere hesitant of revealing these details. Hence, the generalisation of the findings of the study is subject to these limitations.
Data Analysis and Interpretation
Scavengers are the people living in the below poverty line and belong to the lowest strata among the Scheduled Caste community. Their economic condition is deplorable and they are mostly illiterate. Hence they are unable to get good employment opportunity in both Government and private sector organisation. As they do scavenging work, their own Scheduled Caste community and the Hindus keep them away by strictly practicing "untouchability".
Age and monthly income of scavengers
Age plays a predominant route in determining the socio-economic conditions of the scavengers. It is believed that the young and middle aged respondents are more vibrant and quick decision makers than the old age scavengers. For the purpose of the study, age of the respondents has been classified in to three categories namely young (below 35 years), middle age (35-41 years) and the old aged category (above 45 years). Out of the total respondents, 25% belonged to young category, 35.3% respondents belonged to middle age category, and 39.1% respondents belonged to old age category. The distribution of sample respondents according to age and income earned per month are shown in Table 1 . It could be observed from the above table that the monthly income earned by the young category of respondents ranges between Rs.900 and Rs.15000 with an average of Rs.4390. It is followed by middle aged respondents whose income ranges between Rs.500 and Rs.10000 with an average of Rs.8845.8. The income earned by old age scavengers ranges between Rs.400 and Rs.36000 with an average of Rs. 10156. From the analysis, it is inferred that old aged respondents are earning comparatively higher than the young and middle age respondents.
With a view to find the degree of association between age of the respondents and the level of income earned, a two-way table was prepared (Table 2 ). It can be seen from Table 2 that the percentage of monthly income earned was the highest (51.91%) among the respondents belonging to old age category and the same was the lowest (10.03%) among the young category of respondents. The percentage of medium level of income earned by the respondents was highest (45.67%) among the middle aged respondents and the same was the lowest (14.22%) among the young category of respondents. On the other hand, the percentage of low level of income earned was the highest (38.7%) among the young category of respondents and the same was the lowest (29.10%) among the middle aged category of respondents.
In order to find the relationship between age of the respondents and the income earned, a chi-square test was employed to test the following hypothesis (Table 3) .
Null hypothesis (H o ):
There is no relationship between age of the respondents and the level of income earned by them.
Alternative hypothesis (H 1 ):
There is a significant relationship between age of the respondents and the level of income earned by them. It can be seen from Table 3 that the calculated chi-square value (167.937) is greater than the table value (13.277) and the results are significant at 1% level. Hence, the null hypothesis (H 0 ) is rejected and the alternative hypothesis (H 1 ) is accepted. Thus the "age of the respondents and the income earned by them" are associated.
Family members and monthly income of scavengers
The number of members in the family is important to ascertain socio-economic conditions. A large number of members in the family leads to heavy expenditure and they are unable to meet the family expenditure within their income. For the purpose of this study, the size of the family has been classified into three categories namely small size (within 3 members), medium size family (4 to5 members) and large family (above 6 members). In the sample, 174 (17.4% ) respondents belonged to small size family, 681 (68.1% ) respondents belonged to medium size family and 145 ( 14.5% ) respondents belonged to large size family. The distribution of sample respondents according to family size and the income earned per month by the scavengers is given in Table 4 . It could be seen that the monthly income earned by the respondents belonged to small size family ranged between Rs.500 and Rs.36000 with an average of Rs.7461.494. It is followed by the respondents of medium size family ranged between Rs.500 and Rs.10000 with an average of Rs 8290.902. The income earned by the large size family members of the scavengers ranged between Rs.400 and Rs.18000 with an average of Rs. 8403.793. From the analysis, it is inferred that the respondents belonging to large size family were earning comparatively higher than other categories. With a view to find the degree of association between family members of the respondents and the level of income earned, a two-way table was prepared (Table 5) . It is highlighted from Table 5 that the percentage of monthly income earned was the highest (68%) among the respondents belonged to medium size family and the same was the lowest (16 %) among the respondents belonged to large size family. The percentage of medium level of income earned by the respondents was the highest (71 %) among the medium size family respondents and the same was the lowest (14 %) among the small size family category of respondents. On the other hand, the percentage of low level of income earned by the respondents was the highest (66%) among the medium size family of the respondents and the same was lowest (13 %) among the large size family of respondents.
In order to find the relationship between family members of the respondents and income earned, the chi-square test was employed to test the following hypothesis. Null hypothesis (Ho): There is no relationship between number of members in the family and the level of income earned by them.
Alternative hypothesis (H 1 ):
There is a significant relationship between number of members in the family and the level of income earned by them.
The results of the test are shown in Table 6 . It is divulged from the above table that the calculated chi-square value (6.463) is greater than the table value (9.488) and the results is significant at 5% level. Hence, the Null hypothesis (H o ) is rejected and the alternative hypothesis (H 1 ) is accepted. Thus there is a close relationship between number of members in the family and the level of income earned by them. 
Working hours per day and monthly income of scavengers
The number of hours allotted for the scavengers is one of the most important factors to ascertain the work load. For this purpose, the standard work load of 8 hours and above 8 hours work load was considered for the analysis. The sample consisted of 985 (98.5%) respondents working in the standard 8 hours per day and 15 (1.5%) respondents working above 8 hours per day. The distribution of sample respondents according to working hours per day and the income earned per month are shown in Table  7 . It could be observed from the Table that the monthly income earned by the respondents who are working in the standard 8 Hours per day ranged between Rs. 400 and Rs. 10000 with an average of Rs.8254.19 On the other hand, the income earned by respondents working hours above 8 hours per day ranged between Rs. 2500 and Rs.12000 with an average of Rs.3800.00. From the analysis, it is inferred that the respondents working more than 8 hours have earned comparatively higher income than the respondents working 8 hours per day. With a view to find the degree of association between working hours per day of the respondents and the level of income earned, a two way table was prepared (Table 8) . It is highlighted from the above table that the percentage of monthly income earned by the scavengers was the highest (99.6%) among the respondents working 8 hours per day and the same was the lowest (0.4 %) among the respondents working above 8 hours per day. The percentage of medium level of income earned by the respondents was the highest (100 %) among the respondents working in the standard 8 hours per day. On the other hand, the percentage of low level of income earned was the highest (96.7%) among the respondents workers in the standard 8 hours per day and the same was the lowest (3.3 %) among the respondents working above 8 hours per day.
In order to find the relationship between the working hours per day by the respondents and the income earned, a chi-square test was employed to test the following hypothesis. Null hypothesis (Ho): There is no relationship between the number of working hours spent per day by the respondents and the level of income earned by them. Alternative hypothesis ( H 1 ): There is a significant relationship between the number of working hours spent per day by the respondents and the level of income earned by them.
The results of the test are shown in Table 9 . It is witnessed from the table that the calculated chi-square value (15.401) is greater than the table value (5.991) and the results are significant at 5 % level. Hence, the Null hypothesis (H 0 ) is rejected and alternative hypothesis (H 1 ) is accepted. From the analysis it is concluded that there is a close relationship between no. of working hours per day worked by the respondents and the level of income earned by them. 
Types of houses and monthly income of scavengers
Generally the scavengers are living in most unhygienic locations in the study area; 90% of the scavengers and their family members are living adjacent to big ditches. For the purpose of this study, the type of living houses of the scavengers have been studied in three categories namely own house, rental house and quarters. The sample consists of 404 (40.4%) respondents living in their own house, 345 (35.4 %) respondents living in rental house, and 242 (24.2 %) respondents living in quarters (Table 10) . It is noted from the above table that the monthly income earned by the scavengers living in own house ranged between Rs. 500 and Rs.10000 with an average of Rs.8085.644. It is followed by the respondents living in Rental house ranged between Rs.400 and Rs.20000 with an average of Rs.7507.633. On the other hand, the income earned by the scavengers living in quarters ranged between Rs.1000 and Rs.24000 with an average of Rs. 9250.628. From the analysis it is inferred that the respondents living in their own houses are earning comparatively higher than the respondents living in rental house and quarters.
With a view to find the degree of association between respondents" living type and the level of income earned, a two way table was prepared (Table 11) . It can be seen from Table 11 that the percentage of monthly income earned was the highest (36%) among the respondents living in own house and the same was the lowest (31%) among the respondents living in rental house. The percentage of medium level of income earned by the respondents was the highest (40%) among the respondents living in rental house and the same was the lowest (23%) among the respondents living in the quarters. On the other hand, the percentage of low level of income earned was the highest (45 %) among the own house category of respondents and the same was lowest (18%) among the respondents living in quarters.
In order to find the relationship between type of living house and income earned, a chi-square test was employed and the following hypothesis was tested. Null hypothesis (Ho): There is no relationship between types of living house of the respondents and the level of income earned by them.
Alternative hypothesis (H 1 ):
There is a significant relationship between types of living house respondents and the level of income earned by them. 
Number of rooms in the house and the income earned by the scavengers
The number of rooms in the house determines the privacy and safety conditions of the house. Generally the scavengers are living in the joint family system and only one member earns. There are many dependents in the family such as parents, brothers, and sisters. The joint family system does not provide privacy for the members in the family. Hence, an attempt was made to ascertain the number of rooms available in the house. For the purpose of this study, number of Rooms available in the house of the respondents has been classified in to three categories namely only one room, two rooms and the three rooms category. The sample consist 508 (50.8 %) respondents having only one room, 400 (40%) respondents having two rooms, and 92 (9.2%) respondents having three rooms in their house. The distribution of sample respondents according to the number of rooms available in their house and income earned per month are shown in Table 13 . It could be observed from the Table that the monthly income earned by the scavengers having only one room ranged between Rs.500 and Rs.24000 with an average of Rs.7130.575. The respondents having two rooms in their house had incomes ranging from Rs.400 to Rs.40000 with an average of Rs.8697.305. On the other hand, the income earned by the respondents having three rooms ranged between Rs.2000 and Rs.10000 with an average of Rs.11540.22. From the analysis, it is inferred that the respondents having two rooms in their house were earning comparatively higher than the respondents having one room and three rooms in their houses. With a view to find the degree of association between number of rooms available in the house and the level of income earned, a two way table (Table 14) . It is highlighted from the above table that the percentage of monthly income earned was the highest (44%) among the respondents having only one room and the same was the lowest (12%) among the respondents having three rooms in their house. The percentage of medium level of income earned by the respondents was highest (46%) among the respondents having two rooms in their house and the same was the lowest (14 %) among the respondents having three rooms in their house. On the other hand, the percentage of low level of income earned was the highest (62%) among the respondents having only one room in their house and the same was the lowest (5%) among the respondents having three rooms in their house. From the analysis, it is inferred that the respondents having three rooms in their house are earning comparatively better than the other respondents. In order to find the relationship between number of rooms available in the respondents" house and the income earned, a chi-square test was employed (Table 15) to test the following hypothesis: Null hypothesis (Ho): There is no relationship between number of rooms available in the house of the respondents and the level of income earned by them.
Alternative hypothesis (H 1 ):
There is a significant relationship between number of rooms available in the house of the respondents and the level of income earned by them. Thus, it is concluded that there is a close relationship between number of the rooms available in the respondents" house and the level of income earned by them.
Bathroom and Toilet Facility and Income Earned by the Scavengers
Bathroom and toilets are very essential for each and every human being; however, it is highly pathetic that none of the houses possess toilet and bathroom facility. All the households in the selected samples are using public toilet and among them, 50% are using open toilet. For the purpose of this study number of respondent using bathroom and toilet was studied. The sample consisted of 428 (42.8%) respondents using public toilet and bathroom. The remaining 572 (57.2%) respondents were using public bathroom and toilet because it is not available in the residential area (Table 16 ). Hence, they are using open barren land for the natural call which is highly dangerous, especially, the snake, dogs, and dangerous bushes. It can also be seen from Table 16 that the number of family members using the toilet and bathroom by below 4 members ranged between Rs.400 and Rs.36000 with an average of Rs. 8690.331. On the other hand, the respondents" family members using toilet and bathroom by more than 4 members ranged between Rs. 500 and Rs 10000, with an average of Rs.7758.392. From the analysis, it can be inferred that the respondents having below 4 members have earned better salary. With a view to find the degree of association between bathroom and toilet facility number of members using and the level of income earned, a two way table was prepared (Table 17 ). The table shows that the percentage of monthly income earned was the highest (51.5%) among the respondents utilising the bathroom and toilet facility and the same was the lowest (48.5 %) among the respondents having below 4 members in the family. The percentage of medium level of income earned by the respondents was the highest (55.8 %) among the respondents having above 4 members in the family and the same was the lowest (44.2%) among the respondents having below 4 members and using bathroom and toilet factices. On the other hand, the percentage of low level of income earned was the highest (62.3%) among the respondents with above 4 members in the family using bath room and toilet facilities and the same was the lowest (37.7%) among the respondents having below 4 members in the family using bathroom and toilet facility. In order to find the relationship between number of members using number bathroom and toilet facility in the respondents" family and income earned, a chi-square test was employed to test the following hypothesis: Null hypothesis (Ho): There is no relationship between the number of member using bathroom and toilet facility and the level of income earned by them.
Alternative hypothesis (H 1 ):
There is a significant relationship between the number of members using bathroom and toilet facility of the respondents and the level of income earned by them. The results of the chi-square test are shown in the Table 18 . It is noted from the table that the calculated chi-square value (9.109) is greater than the table value (5.991) and the results are significant at 5 % level. Hence, the Null hypothesis (H 0 ) is rejected and alternative hypothesis (H 1 ) is accepted. The hypothesis "Number of members using bathroom and toilet facility and monthly income earned by the scavengers" are associated holds good. From the analysis, it is concluded there is a close relationship between number of members using bath room and toilet facility of the respondents and level of income earned by them. 
Nature of work and monthly income of scavengers
The scavengers are doing different type of menial job. They are street and drainage cleaning, hospital cleaning, institution cleaning, commercial complex cleaning, industrial area cleaning, house cleaning and underground drainage cleaning. In this study, an attempt was made to ascertain the nature of job done by the sample respondents. The sample consists of 902 (90.2) respondents doing street and drainage cleaning, 26(2.6%) respondents involved in hospital cleaning, 7 (0.7%) respondents involved in cleaning the institutions, 20 (2%) cleaning commercial complexes, 10(01%) cleaning the industrial area, 33(3.3) respondents involved in house cleaning and 02(0.2%) respondents doing underground drainage cleaning. The distribution of sample respondents according to the nature of work health and the income earned are shown in Table 19 . It could be observed from Table 19 that the monthly income earned by the respondents doing street and drainage cleaning ranged between 400 and 10000 with an average of 8503.38. The respondents working in hospitals cleaning job had income earned between 1300 and 15000 with an average of 7842.85. The respondents doing the institution cleaning work have incomes ranging between 1000 and 16000 with an average of 7642.85. The income earned by the respondents working in commercial complex cleaning ranged between 900 and 10000 with an average of 3665. The category of the respondents working in industrial area cleaning had incomes ranging between 500 and 18000 with an average of 4550. It is followed by respondents engaged in house cleaning with incomes ranging between 500 and 11500 with an average of 3006.061. On the other hand, the income earned by the scavengers doing underground cleaning ranged between 500 and 30000 with an average of 8750. From the analysis, it is inferred that the respondents doing underground drainage cleaning are comparatively earning better salary than the other type of workers.
With a view to find the degree of association between nature of work doing by the respondents and the level of income earned, a two way table was prepared (Table 20) . It is highlighted from the table that the percentage of monthly income earned was the highest (95.78 %) among the respondents doing street and drainage cleaning and the same was the lowest (0.30%) among the respondents doing ground drainage cleaning. The percentage of medium level of income earned by the respondents was the highest (94.39 %) among the street and drainage cleaning respondents and the same was the lowest (0.26 %) among the underground drainage cleaning of respondents. On the other hand, the percentage of low level of income earned was the highest (83.7%) among the street and drainage cleaning of respondents and the same was the lowest (0.26 %) among the underground drainage cleaning respondents. In order to find the relationship between nature work involved by the respondents and the income earned, a chi-square test was employed to test the following hypothesis.
Null hypothesis (Ho):
There is no close relationship between nature of work done by the respondents and the level of income earned by them.
Alternative hypothesis (H 1 ):
There is a significant relationship between nature of work done by the respondents and the level of income earned by them.
The result of the test is shown in Table 21 . The calculated chi-square value (62.33593) is greater than the table value (21.00) and the results are significant at 5 % level. Hence, the null hypothesis (H 0 ) is rejected and the alternative hypothesis (H 1 ) is accepted. The hypothesis "Nature work done by the Scavengers and monthly income earned" are associated, holds good. From the analysis it is concluded that there is a close relationship between nature of work done by the respondents and the level of income earned by them. 
Reason for chosen this occupation and monthly income of scavengers
The respondents working as scavengers in the study area were asked the reasons for selecting this particular job as their occupation. For this purpose, the respondents were studied under three categories. The first category includes traditional jobs done by the family members; the second includes those who find it easily available without much competition and the third have no alternative. The sample consisted of 430 (43%) respondents who have expressed that they have chosen job because traditionally their family is involved the same job. 183 (18.3) respondents have revealed that the job is easily available and 387 (38.7%) respondents expressed that there is no alternative due to lack of specialised technical skills or qualifications. The distribution of sample respondent according to the reasons for selecting the occupations and the monthly income earned are exhibited in the Table 22 . It could be observed from the Table 22 that the monthly income earned by the respondents doing traditionally ranged between Rs500. and Rs.36000 with an average of Rs. 8272.96. It is followed by easy available ranged between Rs.500. and Rs.10000 with an average of Rs. 9342.51.On the other hand, the income earned by the respondents who have expressed that no alternative ranged between Rs. 400 and Rs.24000 with an average of Rs.7482.95. From the analysis, it can be inferred that the respondents traditionally doing the same job are earning comparatively higher than the respondents who are there for easy availability.
With a view to find the degree of next passion associate between of the respondents, reason for selecting the job and the level of income earned, a two way table was prepared (Table 23 ). Table) In order to find the relationship between reasons for chosen this occupation by the respondents and income earned, a chi-square test was employed to test the following hypothesis. Null hypothesis (Ho): There is no relationship between reasons for chosen this occupation by the respondents and the level of income earned by them. Alternative hypothesis (H 1 ): There is a significant relationship between reasons for chosen their occupation by the respondents and the level of income earned by them.
The results of the test are shown in Table 24 . The calculated chi-square value (6.311) is less than the table value (9.488) and the results are not significant at 5 % level. Hence the null hypothesis (H0) is accepted. From the analysis, it is concluded that there is no relationship between reasons for chosen this occupation by the respondents and level of income earned by them. 
Summary of findings
The findings reveal that the scavengers are living largely below the poverty line. They are suffering a lot of discrimination by the caste Hindus and upper class people in India. In this study, an attempt was made to analyse the socio-economic conditions of selected sample respondents who are involved in scavenging work and generated income through this work. Eight factors were chosen for the study: number of family members, working hours, types of house, number of rooms in the house, number of members using bathroom and toilet facilities, or using open toilet, nature of work, and reasons for the selecting these particular occupations. The findings reveal that among the eights factors, seven are related to the income earned by this group.
Conclusions and Suggestions
Some of the important conclusions that follow from the above analysis of the socioeconomic conditions are given below.
1. From the analysis, it is inferred that old age respondents are earning comparatively higher than the young age respondents. The chi square test proved that there is close relationship between age of the respondents and the income earned by them. 2. It was found that large size family members respondents are earning comparatively higher than other categories. The chi square test proved that there is close relationship between the family size of the respondents and the income earned by them. 3. From the analysis, it was seen that the respondents working more than 8 hours have earned comparatively higher income than the respondents working 8 hours per day. The chi square test proved that there is close relationship between working hours per day of the respondents and the income earned by them. 4. Respondents with own house are earning comparatively higher than the respondents who stay in rented house. The chi square test proved that there is close relationship between types of house of the respondents and the income earned by them. 5. From the analysis, it can be inferred that the respondents having three rooms are earning comparatively better than the respondents two rooms and one room. The chi square test also proved that there is close relationship between the number of rooms in the house and the income per month. 6. The numbers of members of the respondent"s family were analysed and it was found that the respondents having below 4 members have earned better salary. The chi square test proved that there is close relationship between number of member using toilet and bathroom in a scavenger"s family and earned by them. 7. The respondents doing underground drainage cleaning are earning better salary than the other type of workers. The chi square test proved that there is close relationship between nature of work earned by them. 8. It was found that there is a close relationship between reasons for chosen this occupation of the respondents and level of income earned by them.
Suggestions
On the basis of the above finding, following are some suggestions to improve the socio-economic conditions of this section of society. 1. The respondents living in the rental house are spending more than their earnings and hence it is suggested that the Government should provide a free Quarter/house for these employees. 2. The study revised that the more members there are in the family, the heavier is the expense and the income is not sufficient. Hence they are borrowing money from private money lenders. These respondents are advised to practice family planning so that they don"t have to borrow. 3. The respondents doing underground drain age cleaning are earning better salary. At the same time, they are affected by epidemic disease. Hence it is suggested that these respondents should go for a frequent medical check-up. 4. Majority of the respondents were living in a congested small room. Hence it is advisable that their localities should be made pollution-free and clean. 5. Government should set up schools so that the children of this group can get basic education.
